HILDEGARDE E. BENDER
March 28, 1937 - November 14, 2018

Hildegarde E. Bender (nee Groseclose), age 81, of Medina, passed away on November
14, 2018. She was born on March 28, 1937 in New York City, NY to the late Elgin and
Louise (nee Williams) Groseclose.
Mom and Dad met in the library at Allegheny her freshman year and were married the
summer of '55. It must have been love from first sight to last, 56 years later. Mom loved
flying and bicycling and is probably already trying again to get Dad to ride sag. Good luck
with that! She also loved to travel and would take any opportunity to do so.
Remaining are their sons, William (Natalya) and Clifford (Ryoko); daughters Jennifer, and
Amy (Michael) Vincent; along with 10 grandchildren and 5 great (and they are great!)grandchildren.
Mom taught English at Highland High School and demanded and expected no less than
the best effort of her students, her children, and herself. She was a champion for the
underdog and did not believe in nor would accept "I can't."
It was an unexpectedly short stay, but we thank the staff of Brookdale Medina South for
their attentive care. Mom looked forward to getting stronger with therapy but had already
been looking for the checkout counter.
She was impetuous but loving, caring, and always wanting the best for her four "babies."
We miss you already, Mom. Love, Us.
Friends may join the family for Hildegarde’s visitation on Friday, Nov. 23, 2018, from 2:00
to 5:00 PM at Carlson Funeral Homes & Cremation Services, 3477 Medina Road, Medina,
OH 44256. A mass of Christian Burial will be held for Hildegarde on Saturday, Nov. 24,
2018, at 10:30 AM at St. Paul Episcopal Church, 317 E. Liberty Street, Medina, OH,
44256. (PLEASE MEET AT CHURCH). Rev. Dr. C. Eric Funston officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations may be made in Hildegarde’s name to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.
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Funeral Service 10:30AM - 11:30AM
St Paul's Episcopal Church
317 E Liberty St, Medina, OH, US, 44256

Comments

“

Mrs. Bender was one of the best teachers I ever had. I had a similarly demanding
professor at the University of Vermont, who assigned a dreaded term paper once a
year. Students cowered at this assignment. When I received mine back, his first
comment was, "You're a great writer. I wish I could take credit for teaching you how."
Well, it was Mrs. Bender who taught me how, and I use those skills and analytical
thinking to this day. Peace to her and her family.
Dan Hahn '87

Dan Hahn - November 28, 2018 at 11:16 AM

“

Mrs. Bender "called me out" (contemporary parlance) when I presented a
biographer's lofty opinions of Sir Winston Churchill without critical analysis. She
cautioned me to always seek and examine a fiction or nonfiction author's perspective
before unwittingly accepting it. Thank you Mrs. Bender!
Dave Sours, '83

JD S Ours - November 24, 2018 at 08:26 AM

“

White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of HILDEGARDE E.
BENDER.

November 21, 2018 at 07:56 PM

“

54 files added to the album LifeTributes

Carlson Funeral Homes & Cremation Services - November 21, 2018 at 02:59 PM

“

Your friends and family at American Print purchased the Peace, Prayers & Blessings
- Blue and White for the family of HILDEGARDE E. BENDER.

Your friends and family at American Print - November 21, 2018 at 12:05 PM

“

From- Betsy, Kimmy, Eliie & Kevin purchased the Multicolor Pastel Standing Open
Heart for the family of HILDEGARDE E. BENDER.

From- Betsy, Kimmy, Eliie & Kevin - November 19, 2018 at 10:17 PM

“

Sincerest Sorrow - Red and White was purchased for the family of HILDEGARDE E.
BENDER.

November 18, 2018 at 10:43 PM

“

Shades of Purple was purchased for the family of HILDEGARDE E. BENDER.

November 18, 2018 at 10:30 PM

“

David And Tina Murell lit a candle in memory of HILDEGARDE E. BENDER

David and Tina Murell - November 18, 2018 at 05:46 PM

“

Dear Family, I first met your mother in 1996 while teaching English at Black River
High School. I was assigned AP English, so I shadowed Hildegarde at Highland High
School. I still have those notes, and they were invaluable. She was a tremendous
teacher who expected no less than the best, respected and admired by generations
of teachers and students. God bless you all as you mourn the loss of a talented and
inspiring woman.
Sincerely, Jennifer Blair

Jennifer Blair - November 18, 2018 at 08:39 AM

“

Rest in peace, friend & colleague. You will be missed.

Mary McNeil - November 17, 2018 at 03:14 PM

“

Hildegarde was an awesome lady and teacher. She always cared about others and
what was going on in their lives. She will be missed by many friends and former
students.
Jane E. Parker

Jane E Parker - November 17, 2018 at 06:30 AM

“

I am sorry for your loss, Amy, and all of Mrs. Bender's family. It is a great hurt for
everyone.
I will share a memory. I was in an academic English course with Mrs. Bender in high
school. It involved a lot of writing. Did I say a lot? I meant more than a lot! One day
after having turned in some work, Mrs. Bender came over to my desk, slammed
down my papers and said sternly, "this looks like you wrote it all in two hours. Do it

over." It was a humiliating moment and I felt like melting into my desk. I was
intimidated by her. Always. And I tried to hide. But, I obeyed and reworked my
papers. I don't remember what grade I received, but I know she pushed me to do my
best work.
I remember my time in Mrs. Bender's class as scary, because I was so intimidated by
her expectations and standards, and just the way she ran a classroom. I didn't know
it at the time, but I was learning a lot. Once out of high school and in college, I began
to see how prepared I was for higher education. I also pushed myself to do my best
work, because I had teachers like Mrs. Bender who knew I could do better and would
push me.
I now consider Mrs. Bender to be one of the best teachers I ever had. I am so
grateful to have been in her class, even though I was terrified at the time. :) I am
grateful for the impact Mrs. Bender had on me, my writing skills, and my work ethic.
It's very rare that I'm ever asked to do something over, and it is never due to lack of
effort on my part.
I will remember Mrs. Bender as somebody who pushed me to do my best work
always.
Susan Prince - November 16, 2018 at 11:02 PM

“

Deborah Castle Anderson lit a candle in memory of HILDEGARDE E. BENDER

Deborah Castle Anderson - November 16, 2018 at 10:31 PM

“

Mrs. Bender equipped me with skills I needed in college. She taught me how to write
a paper, how to quote sources, how to do research in a library. Remember "The
Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature"? Today I think they call it Google. She called
my bluff when I rendered an opinion on a piece of literature I'd never read.
Jenny, I have nothing but good memories of your mom. My best wishes to you and
your family.
--Doug Weaver

Douglas Weaver - November 16, 2018 at 09:35 PM

“

Mrs. Bender was such a huge influence in my life. Her tenacity and high standards
for writing still impact my life today, 24 years later. My children are learning what she
has taught me. I am forever grateful for her strict and well meaning methods of
teaching.
What a special person a good teacher is! She lives on through all who had the
pleasure of her teaching.
My deepest condolences to her family.
Nickie Frankenhauser (McCloskey)

Nickie Frankenhauser - November 16, 2018 at 09:08 PM

“

Peace be with you. I will miss your wisdom and friendship. Frau

frau ott - November 16, 2018 at 08:27 PM

“

Multicolor Pastel Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of
HILDEGARDE E. BENDER.

November 16, 2018 at 06:03 PM

“

Mrs. Bender was my AP Lit. teacher. I am now an AP Lit. teacher, and I think of her
influence often. She was kind, firm, funny, intelligent. She made us breakfast and told
us that we should try reading Playboy for the articles. My condolences to her family.

Stephani Itibrout - November 16, 2018 at 04:55 PM

“

Just learned of the passing of my mentor, friend, and former teacher, Highland great Hildegarde Bender.
She was the reason I went to Allegheny College (her and Mr. Bender's Alma mater),

the reason I loved English and was an English major, and the reason I became an
English teacher. I still have all 37 American Literature classics she made us read in
AP Language and have countless stories I've shared personally and professionally
about this amazing educator, many of them only truly understood by those who knew
her.
Her and I wrote letters and sent cards to one another over the years. She attended
my wedding shower and sent me letters of support when she learned of my divorce.
She always empowered me, grounding me with life lessons while still inspiring me to
live unapologetically. I remember visiting with her in her home as I marvelled at her
stories and the spark that never left her peircing blue eyes. She loved hard, which is
what lead to many of the stories we all have of her. And if you were one of
approximately 4,000 people whom she "taught to write", consider yourself lucky. She
was the stuff legends are made of.
She was such a force and was oh so special to me and my life. Thanks for all the
lessons, Mrs. Bender.
Jessy Hulme Archer - November 16, 2018 at 04:48 PM

